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Goetz, was for him an attempt to come to terms with
the time of transition in which he found himself, and
to discover its true aspect behind the conflict between
Yesterday and To-morrow. His relation to To-day
was obvious in almost every word he wrote, and it was
just this connection with the Present that gave its
value to his interpretation of it. Gustav Stresemann,
who had entered upon life with an inheritance of
spiritual romanticism, observed the chaotic and dis-
rupted world of to-day from the simplifying perspec-
tive of a much more harmonious and unified world.
But at the same time his active life involved him in all
the ferment and confusion of a time of transition from
a State edifice that had fallen to another that was not
yet secure, a time when the price of war had been paid
and the way was set for peace; he had watchful eyes
for everything that went on about him, and a sensitive
intuition of the course that events would take, and as
he was accustomed to define and formulate the
impressions that came crowding into his mind, all
his passionate efforts were aimed at introducing a
principle of order into the encompassing chaos. He
was, indeed, influenced by the policies of the past, but
at the same time his intellectual alertness would not
allow him to ignore die infinite complexity of the
elements before him, with the result that he groped
for a way that should represent a compromise between
the harmony of a closed age and the disruption of the
present. These tentative attempts by a man so rooted
in the past, to shape the future, are one of the great
processes observable in the course of his life; it is
part of the development that led him from the con-
ception of a popular Imperialism to the Republican